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Supreme Court Decisions and Impact on the Juvenile Justice System
In the past few decades, the Supreme Court of the United States of America has offered decisions that have protected juveniles from cruel punishment by the law enforcement agencies such as courts and prisons. According to Scott (2005), these decisions have been in line with the 8th amendment and the protection of the juvenile offenders from cruel punishment as well as have been in light of offering the juvenile offenders opportunity to change their behaviour. These decisions have an impact on the juvenile justice system in the United States of America. Some of the significant decisions and rulings that impact the juvenile Justice include the case of Roper v. Simmons (2005), the case of Graham v. Florida in the year 2010 and the case of Miller v. Alabama in the year 2012.
In the case of Roper versus Simmons in the year 2005, the Supreme Court ruled that the state may not sentence any person under the age of 18 years to death. This Supreme Court decision meant that the United States of America was prohibited from sentencing juvenile offenders below the age of 18 (Soronen, 2015). The impact of this case on the juvenile justice system in the United States of America is that the judges that handle juvenile cases have become more careful not to give or two-sentence juvenile offenders to death. Therefore, the judgment involving juvenile offenders have since transformed to those that provide juvenile offenders an opportunity to change their behaviour through probation and also other incarceration procedures which are less severe compared to the death penalty and life imprisonment (Scott, 2005).
In 2010, in the case involving Graham vs. Florida, the Supreme Court ruled against sentencing any juvenile offender to life imprisonment for crimes other than homicide. In its decision, the Court held that juveniles cannot be sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole for any crime except for homicide (Soronen, 2015). This was much similar to the situation and decision of the supreme court in the case of Miller vs. Alabama where the Supreme Court Gamer division that prohibited imposing life imprisonment on juvenile offenders. In the case of Miller vs. Alabama, the Court held that a state cannot impose life in prison without parole on a juvenile without taking into consideration mitigating evidence about the offender's age (Soronen, 2015).
The decisions in the above Supreme Court rulings seem to be learning on giving juvenile offenders a second chance to rehabilitate their behaviour instead of condemning them to has punishment such as death penalty and life in prison or life imprisonment. The impact of these decisions of the supreme court is that they have made Juvenile Justice to be more geared towards reasoning that juveniles have not yet fully developed and therefore their behaviour and attitude are not yet fixed like in the case of adults (Manfredi, 1998). Therefore, the common theme in the juvenile justice system is that juveniles have diminished culpability and an increased chance of reforming (Soronen, 2015). Thus, juveniles should be given a second chance to reform since they are not yet fully developed instead of condemning them to harsh punishments. Therefore, the death penalty and life imprisonment in the juvenile justice system should only be used for more serious crimes such as homicide.
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